whether he is really in Lucknow at all, as all I have
to go upon is bazaar rumour.
J. Inglis. Brigadier.
To General Havelocky
Commanding the Relieving Force,
Cawnpo?-e.'
Rajah Man Singh of Shahganj had been playing
a double game since the Mutiny began. After the
troops had risen at Fyzabad he had sheltered a num-
ber of English fugitives for a time, but in the end
had sent them on to Dinapore, protesting that he was
afraid of the mutineers. When Lawrence offered
him large rewards in return for open support, he
sent friendly but evasive replies, declaring that he
had not enough followers or guns to take the field.
His name carried much weight in Oudh, where he
was the acknowledged leader of the Hindu interest
against the Mohammedans.
In the forenoon of the 18th September there was
a partial eclipse of the sun, which seemed to have
awed the enemy into quiet, for when Apthorp and
Gubbins looked over the parapet not a shot was fired,
nor was there anyone in sight outside. The Indians
in the garrison said that the eclipse spelt famine.
At daylight on the 20th September two new
batteries were observed which the enemy had nearly
completed, one of them armed with a 52-pounder.
The garrison opened on them with' one of the
'Ships' and an 18-pounder, but though they
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